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What a great Summer!  Plenty of rain for the crops meant a lot of good home grown
vegetables and my grass actually stayed green until about mid-August.

In this newsletter I will be sharing some information on the future trucking problems we 
will be facing.  Most all of us use trucks for delivering our products, so the following 
information may be important in order to plan for future logistics issues. 

Transportation troubles coming our way!

Smokey and the Bandit is one of my favorite movies.  It showed the fun of truck driving 
by puttin’ the hammer down and watchin’ for smokeys.  But today we are in quite a fix.  
The question everyone’s asking is; ”Where have all the truckers gone?”

The American Trucking Association put out a study earlier this year that looked at the
national shortage of long-haul drivers.  It is expected that 320,000 long-haul truck drivers
will be needed over the next 10 years and another 219,000 drivers to  replace those that 
are ages 55 and older who will be retiring.  The combination of these figures adds up to
an expansion and replacement need of 539,000 drivers, or an average of 54,000 per year.
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Bottom line…It’s going to take wage gains of 6-7% per year over the next three years
and the addressing of quality-of-life issues such as extended periods on the road.  Not
to mention a tremendous search for qualified drivers.

One way the box industry is dealing with this issue is by supporting the Americans for 
Safe and Efficient Transportation (ASSET) which is proposing to Congress a concept 
that would maximize the capacity of trucks on the interstate highways.  To offset the 
increased weight, trucks would be fitted with an additional axle for added safety.

With Fall on the horizon and the deer beginning to move, I just can’t resist passing along 
a humorous true story…

A woman who had recently moved from New York City to a semi-rural area in Ohio
called her local township trustees’ office to request the removal of a “Deer Crossing”
sign on her road.  Her reason: Too many deer were being hit by cars and she didn’t
want them to cross there anymore.

Enjoy your holidays.

Thank you for your friendship and your business.

Steve Holloway
holloway24@msn.com

cell: 614-404-3571
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